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collector’s statement
I never have thought of myself as a “collector” of art.  When I came to Kalamazoo on a one year contract to teach English at Western Michigan 
University in 1966, I never imagined I would teach here until retiring in 2000 — still living downtown with a little house I bought in 1970. But here, I 
discovered a community rich in scholars, activists and artists of all disciplines, and unlike in huge cities like New York, an easy vibe and a welcoming 
attitude for new comers. It soon felt like HOME. 
  
My approach to selecting a work of art has been very idiosyncratic. Basically, I acquire things I want to live with. I surround myself with images or 
objects that trigger memories or connect me to something that resonates. I don’t want work that can become wallpaper — so familiar you do not 
“see” it. 
  
I didn’t mean to “collect” local artists, but I enjoy having the work of people I know and love around me. When Linda Rzoska suggested this show, I 
didn’t know she was going to choose more than 60 works by over 50 artists. Frankly, I was not aware of how many voices I have been in daily 
conversation with. I have known most of these artists for decades and I have waited to choose a piece that speaks in some way to me. Pieces that I 
can enter into time and time again and keep learning more. 
  
I want to thank Linda Rzoska for helping me understand the scope of the materials I live with, to see them in a new context and relationship with one 
another. It is a time capsule of Kalamazoo art in my life and time. I have been blessed to live in such a vibrant and thoughtful community. 
  
By the by, not all the art in my home is local, I don’t really have a “way” of choosing pieces. My walls do have work by people I have never met, but I 
feel a connection to  — like Gerald McDermott’s silk screen of the shaman from Arrow to the Sun, his award winning picture book. (My academic 
interests included children’s literature, folklore and mythology, film studies and popular culture along with English and American Literature.) 
  
Once I retired, I was able to travel and I began to bring back pieces by local artists, many in third world environments. Most places I visited as a birder 
and never saw much of the major cities, but rather villages and the countryside. I enjoy talking with the artists we encountered in their homes and 
studios. Some of the pieces I have acquired are quite frankly made for the tourist trade, but some have a more embedded sense of their cultural past 
or environmental present. In each case, looking at the piece pulls an otherwise forgotten memory to the fore, and warms that moment. 

–Maryellen Hains













































































































































exhibition notes:
The Maryellen Hains Collection Exhibition ran from March 4 
to April 8, 2022. It’s opening reception aligned with the Art 
Council of Greater Kalamazoo’s Art Hop event on Friday, 
March 4th.


The exhibition was shown in the gallery rooms of 
Kalamazoo’s Ninth Wave Studio and was curated by the 
studio’s owner,  Linda Rzoska.


